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Abstract - This investigation aims to build a brand-new Diamond Fern Fractal Antenna (DFFA) with a microstrip patch line to 

be utilised in car application systems. The suggested antenna is distinct from previous examples in that its patch is oriented in 

a manner that is intended to maximise bandwidth while simultaneously lowering return loss. The slots are inserted into the 

diamond patch, manufactured in this design based on an inexpensive FR-4 glass epoxy substrate with a relative permittivity of 
4.4 and an overall dimension of 25 by 25 by 1.6 mm3. In addition, it assists in the enhancement of the multiband features as 

well as the bandwidth, and its efficacy is tested with the assistance of design equations and HFSS simulation software. In 

addition, the technique for the parameter extraction of the suggested DFFA design is thoroughly explained in this paper. 

Compared with other methods, the DFFA constructed with 16 slots offers superior performance in improved bandwidth, 

impedance matching, frequency bands, and Gain. 

Keywords - Global System for Mobile (GSM), Diamond Fern Fractal Antenna (DFFA), Microstrip patch, Multiband 

characteristics, Bandwidth, Return loss, Wireless Local Area Networks (WLAN).  

1. Introduction 
Recently, there has been an increased demand for 

wireless systems and devices due to the rapid development of 

internet and communication technology. Among others, the 

low-profile systems significantly gained more attraction from 

many researchers for enhancing vehicular communication. 

Conventional communication systems highly require small-

size broadband antennas and are also straightforward to 

design and implement.  

Hence, different miniaturisation techniques are 

developed for creating small compact antennas, where the 
substrate is used with a high dielectric constant. Moreover, 

the miniaturised antennas are designed with improved 

electrical length by applying different impedance loads [1-3]. 

The fractal is one of the most popular and extensively used 

antenna design techniques, which helps model small 

antennas with high resonant frequency and gain efficiency. 

Due to their suitability, fractal geometries are increasingly 

used in antenna design, and they have recently acquired a 

significant attraction for developing compact personal 

components. Specifically, the space-filling property of fractal 

geometry helps minimise the antenna size, and its self-
similarity property could be more helpful in designing 

multiband fractal antennas [4-7]. In other words, it is defined 

as the fractal antenna that uses the fractal geometry to 

maximise the material length to transmit or receive the 

signals within a surface area.  

Hence, fractal antennas are compact and enormously 
used in many telephonic and microwave communication 

systems. Compared to the other antenna models, it can 

optimally operate under varying frequencies [8-12]. 

Conventionally, the different types of antennas such as Slot, 

travelling wave, microstrip, YagiUda, patch and fractal are 

developed for an enormous application system such as: 

 Bluetooth 

 WiFi 

 WiMax 

 WLAN 

 High-speed point-point communication systems 

 Infrared, satellite and mobile communication 

 Networking applications like MANET, VANET, GPRS, 

etc.  

Moreover, the design and development of antennas used 

for separate wireless application/communication systems are 

currently tedious and challenging tasks. Because improving 

the performance parameters like bandwidth, resonant 
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frequency, gain, etc., is a highly essential process that needs 

to be accomplished in the antenna design. Among other 

types, the microstrip and fractal antennas provide better 

performance outcomes due to their compact size, signal 

output, multi-frequency operation, linear and circular 

polarisation, easy deployment, and economical production. 
This paper proposes to model a new Diamond Fern Fractal 

Antenna (DFFA) for vehicular communication systems. The 

main objective of this research work is to model a compact 

and efficient DFFA with increased bandwidth, resonant 

frequency, and gain efficiency [13-17]. Furthermore, a novel 

method has been deployed to obtain multiband 

characteristics and perfect impedance matching in a compact 

antenna.  

2. Proposed Method 
The Diamond Fern Fractal Antenna (DFFA) that has 

been proposed has the top of the substrate and a partial 

ground plane on the rear side. The diamond patch is made by 

designing a square patch with dimensions of 25mm in length 

and breadth, then tilting the square patch to the right by 45 

degrees. Figure 1 and Figure 2 demonstrate, respectively, the 

design phases that were iterated multiple times, as well as the 

final geometry of the presented DFFA. In this configuration, 

the patch antenna begins with four rectangular slots in the 
first iteration, and the number of slots after that rises with 

each subsequent iteration. The antenna’s bandwidth 

efficiency can be improved by utilising these cutting slots in 

strategic locations. In addition, the partial ground is modelled 

with a length of 6mm and a width of 25mm, respectively, 

which improves the return loss characteristics. After the 

feedline has been built to provide good impedance matching 
with the input port, the antenna is loaded with sixteen slots 

with a width of 0.5 millimetres that are symmetrically 

distributed on both sides.  

In addition, it is fed by a microstrip line feed, which is 

one of the most effective methods for fabricating the antenna. 

It is also easy to model and straightforward to match with the 

inset location [18-20]. FR4, which has a relative permittivity 

of 4.4, is used in the design of the printed antenna, and the 

thickness of the substrate is 1.6 millimetres. The suggested 

DFFA has dimensions of 25 millimetres on a side and 1.6 

millimetres on a side, with the length L and width W of the 

antenna being determined by applying the following model: 

𝐿 = 𝑊 =
𝜆 

2
√

2

𝐸𝑟+1
𝑚𝑚 (1) 

The antenna design parameters and their dimensions are 

represented in Table 1, and the final fabricated antenna is 

shown in Figure 3. 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1 Shows the design steps of the proposed antenna model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2 Shows the proposed antenna geometry view 

Table 1. Designing parameters of the proposed DFFA 

Parameter Dimension (mm) 

LFI 3 

WF1 1 

LF2 3 

WF2 2 

LG 6 

WG 25 

LS 25 

WS 25 

Zero-th Iteration First Iteration Final Iteration 

L1 

LF1 
LF2 WF2 

WF1 

L3 L4 
L5 

L6 

Wg, Ws 

Lg 

L2 
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Fig. 3 The fabric of the proposed antenna (top and bottom view) 

The proposed antenna’s return loss and resonant 

frequency are assessed with the length and width of each slot 

in Table 2. The DFFA includes the slots from L1 to L9, each 

having separate length and width dimensions. Then, the 
resonant frequency is distinctly estimated for each slot with 

its return loss characteristics.  

Typically, the length of the resonant antenna is 

effectively determined based on the underlying principles of 

frequency reconfiguration. The return loss is the parameter 

mainly used to estimate the loss of power in the signal in 

terms of dB, which must be reduced by adequately designing 

the antenna. According to the analysis, it is observed that the 
L1 slot, which has a length and width of 12.5mm, obtains the 

maximum resonant frequency of 6.7 GHz and minimal return 

loss -28dB. Similarly, slot L3 has better resonant frequency 

and return loss characteristics, which are nearly improved 

compared to the other slots.  

3. Parametric Study 
The primary objective of the parametric analysis is to 

investigate the return loss characteristics of the proposed 

antenna design’s feed position, length of ground, and side 

effects.  

In this case, the ground plane’s size is essential in 

determining how well an enhanced impedance bandwidth 

may be achieved. In the work that has been proposed, the 
performance of the antenna has been significantly enhanced 

by optimising the ground length from 25 to 12.5 millimetres. 

This has led to an increased bandwidth, improved resonant 

frequency, and increased gain efficiency. 

Table 2. The resonant frequency and return loss characteristics  

Parameter Length (mm) Width (mm) Resonant Frequency (GHz) Return Loss (dB) 

L1 12.5 12.5 6.7 -28 

L3 8.5 0.5 6.6 -32 

L4, L7 3.7 0.5 6.5 -33 

L5, L8 3 0.5 6.5 -36 

L6, L9 2.3 0.5 6.2 -48 

L2 3.5 3.5 6.2 -48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4 Shows the influence of ground on return loss 
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Table 3. Comparative analysis among antennas having different ground lengths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As can be seen in Figure 4, the proposed model’s 

predicted return loss characteristics are examined for ground 

lengths of Lg 25mm, 12.5mm, and 6mm. Additionally, the 

properties of the antennas with varying ground lengths are 

validated in Table 3, including the resonant frequency (in 

GHz), impedance bandwidth, and return loss (in dB). In the 

initial step of the modelling process, the ground is given 

dimensions of 25 millimetres in length and breadth.  

This yields a resonance frequency of 7.9 gigahertz, a 

return loss of -22 decibels, and a narrowband width of 100 

megahertz. As a direct result of this, the ground length has 

been reduced from 12.5mm to 6mm. In addition, the ground 

length was changed from 25 millimetres to six millimetres to 

acquire the best possible results. Based on the findings, the 

bandwidth of the antenna was significantly enhanced with 

only a small amount of return loss. 

Moreover, the width of the feedline is modified to obtain 

a better impedance matching with a broader bandwidth, and 

the influence of the feed line on return loss is graphically 

presented in Figure 5. Here, the width of the feedline is 

considered to be 2.0mm, and the length of the feedline is 

6mm. As shown in Table 4, it is identified that the antenna 

resonates from 5.8 GHz to 7.9 GHz and corresponds to the 

bandwidth from 0.36GHz to 2GHz, respectively. When the 

width of the feedline is reduced to 1mm, it resonates at 6GHz 

and 7.52GHz with bandwidths of 1.1 GHz and 0.2 GHz, 
respectively. In order to improve the impedance matching 

and bandwidth, the width is considered to be half of the 

length of the antenna (i.e., 3mm is considered as 2mm). 

Then, the width of the feed is taken as 1mm for the 

remaining half of the feed length; from the results, it is 

observed that there is good impedance matching and 

bandwidth efficiency with relatively low return loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 5 Show the influence of the feed line on return loss 

Table 4. Comparative analysis among antennas with different feed lengths and width  

Feed Length (mm) Feed Width (mm) Resonant Frequency Bandwidth Return Loss (dB) 

6 2 5.8 GHz 
4.9 – 6.9 GHz 

2000MHz 
-18 

6 1 6GHz 
5.4-6.5 GHz 

1100MHz 
-14 

The first half of 

feed length LF2 = 3 
1 7.4GHz 

7.7 – 7.15 GHz 

550MHz 
-16 

The second half of 
feed length LF1 = 3 

2 6.2GHz 
5.3 – 7.8 GHz 

2500MHz 
-48 

Ground Length (mm) Resonant Frequency (GHz) Bandwidth Return Loss (dB) 

25 7.9 
7.8-8 GHz 

100 MHz 
-22 

12.5 7.4 
6.9-7.9 GHz 

1000 MHz 
-22 

6 6.2 
5.3-7.8 GHz 

2500 MHz 
-48 
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Using the Ansys HFSS tool, this study simulates the 

scattering parameter, radiation pattern, and efficiency of a 

solid diamond patch that does not have a fractal matching to 

5.9 GHz. According to the findings, it can function at 

frequencies ranging from 5.6 GHz to 9 GHz, has a bandwidth 

of 3400 MHz, and exhibits a return loss of -28 dB at 6.7 
GHz.  

Furthermore, the T-shaped slots are loaded into the 

diamond patch at varying angles, such as 45°, 135°, 225° and 

315° to improve the return loss at the desired frequency. 

Here, the S parameter chart is compared at varying iterations, 

such as 0th, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, as shown in Figure 6. In this 

work, the simulation of the antenna is performed concerning 

different iterations, and its iterative behaviour is analysed in 

terms of resonant frequency (GHz), bandwidth (MHz), and 

return loss (dB), as represented in Table 5. Figure 7 shows 
the quasi-static equivalent circuit model used to analyse the 

proposed DFFA’s resonance frequency. This antenna design 

uses DFF rings with slits to provide a multiband tripe or 

double resonance frequency at 6.2 GHz. The DFFA has five 

rings: single DFF (N=1), double ring (N=2), N=3, N=4, and 

N=5. In the pass band, the Slot controls DFFA capacitance 

(CDFF) in the metal strip, and the metal strip controls DFF 

inductance (LDFF). The slit gap is crucial. DFFA resonance 

frequency is calculated using these models: 

𝑓𝐷𝐹𝐹𝑅 =
1

2𝜋√𝐿𝐷𝐹𝐹𝑅𝐶𝐷𝐹𝐹𝑅
 (1) 

𝐶𝐷𝐹𝐹𝑅 =
𝑁−1

2
[2𝐿 − (2𝑁 − 1)(𝑊 + 𝑆)]𝐶0  (2) 

𝐶0 = 𝜀0
𝐾√1−𝐾2

𝐾(𝑘)
 and 𝑘 =

𝑠/2

𝑤+𝑠/2
 (3) 

𝐿𝐷𝐹𝐹𝑅 = 4𝜇0[𝐿 − (𝑁 − 1)(𝑆 + 𝑊)] [𝑙𝑛 (
0.98

𝜌
) + 1.84𝜌]

 (4) 

𝜌 =
(𝑁−1)(𝑊+𝑆)

1−(𝑁−𝑆)(𝑊+𝑆)
 (5) 

Where N represents the number of DFF rings in the 

antenna, L denotes the average length of the CSRR, W 

denotes the width of the slot, which is 0.5mm, S signifies the 

spacing between the slots,  

If N = 2, L =  
L4+W4

2
= 1.05mm 

If N = 3, L =  
L5+W5

2
= 0.875mm 

If N = 4, L =  
L6+W6

2
= 0.7mm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 6 Show the impact of loading slots into the solid diamond patch 

Table 5. Performance analysis at different iterations of slot loading  

Iteration Resonant Frequency (GHz) Bandwidth (MHz) Return Loss (dB) 

0th iteration 6.7 3400 -28 

1st iteration 6.6 3800 -31 

2nd iteration 6.5 3800 -31 

3rd iteration 6.4 3700 -36 

4th iteration 6.2 2500 -48 
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Fig. 7 Proposed DFFA and its equivalent circuit model 

4. Results and Discussion 
The suggested antenna’s predicted and observed return 

loss are shown in Figures 8(a) and 8(b). This research found 

tripe band resonance at 6.3GHz, which is better for car 

applications. Then, the radiation pattern of the recommended 

antenna at 6.2GHz shows an omnidirectional H plane and a 

constant dipole E plane. Based on the feeder line and 

conducting substrate impedance mismatch, the Voltage 

Standing Wave Ratio is calculated. The lowest feasible 

VSWR value may be best for automobile application 
systems. 

Figure 8 provides a visual representation of the far-field 

radiation pattern study that was carried out on the proposed 

antenna. In this particular instance, the results demonstrate 

that an omnidirectional pattern emerges in the plane of 

azimuthal projection.  

However, an Elevation Plane (E-plane) projection 

reveals a pattern of a constant dipole. This is the case for all 

frequency bands (H-plane). The measure that is determined 

based on the impedance mismatching that exists between the 

feeder line and the conducting substrate is referred to as the 
Voltage Standing Wave Ratio (VSWR).  

Figure 8 shows the Voltage Standing Wave Ratio 

(VSWR) of the proposed DFFA design concerning different 

frequencies (GHz). The fact that the Voltage Standing Wave 
Ratio (VSWR) achieves a perfect reduction in response to an 

increase in frequency from 2 GHz to 10 GHz, as determined 

by the results, is indicative of the superior performance of the 

suggested antenna design. The impedance chart of the 

suggested DFFA design can be shown in Figure 8. It is 

derived using the parameters of frequency, magnitude, angle, 

and other measurements. In most cases, the impedance plot is 

used to represent the value of the transmission line antenna’s 

impedance in relation to the frequency.  

In addition to this, it represents a number of different 

properties, such as impedance and admittance, as well as 

reflection coefficients. The Smith chart is generated for this 
evaluation in order to estimate the impedance of the DFFA in 

accordance with the Z & Y parameters and the reflection 

coefficients. As a consequence of the evaluation, it was 

determined that slot loading causes the resonance frequency 

to decrease and the input impedance to rotate clockwise. This 

results in an enhanced bandwidth and a shift in the location 

of the input impedance locus toward a lower impedance 

value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Fig. 8 Simulated and measured far-field radiation patterns of the proposed antenna 
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Fig. 9 VSWR analysis  

Figure 9 presents the VSWR of the proposed DFFA 

design for varying frequencies in terms of (GHz). According 

to the results, it is analysed that the VSWR is ideally reduced 
with the increase of frequencies from 2GHz to 10GHz, which 

depicts the better performance of the proposed antenna 

design. The impedance chart for the suggested DFFA design 

may be seen in Figure 10, and it is based on the parameters 

of frequency, magnitude, angle, and other metrics.  

In most cases, the impedance plot is used to represent 

the value of the transmission line antenna’s impedance in 

relation to the frequency. In addition to this, it represents a 

number of other properties, such as impedance and 

admittance, as well as reflection coefficients.  

For this assessment, a Smith chart is constructed to 
calculate the impedance of the DFFA in accordance with the 

Z&Y parameters and the reflection coefficients. From the 

evaluation, it is analysed that the resonance frequency 

decreased and input impedance rotates clockwise with slot-

loading, which results in increased bandwidth and input 

impedance locus shift towards a lower impedance value. 

Table 6 gives the details of the comparison with different 

literature papers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 10 S-parameter analysis 

Table 6. Comparison table for antenna design with reference papers 
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5. Conclusion 
In this article, a novel DFFA with the dimensions 25 by 

25 by 1.6 mm3 is built specifically for use in automobile 

application systems. Additionally, the suggested antenna 

design has improved capabilities for functioning across many 

frequency bands. Then, the work presents its distorted 

omnidirectional radiation pattern, which is quite helpful for 

the application systems that are used in vehicles and 

environments with multiple paths.  

According to the results of the simulation analysis, it is 

possible to use DFFA for V2X communications while using 

low-power transmitters. In addition to this, it achieved a gain 

efficiency improvement of 4.5 dB while maintaining a good 
radiation pattern. The suggested antenna has a greater beam 

width of 100 degrees and a response that is circularly 

polarised; as a result, it has the potential to be investigated 

for use in a variety of multi-standard wireless systems, 

including a vehicular application. It helps to improve both 

the quality factor and the impedance bandwidth when the 

partial ground plane is used. During the analysis, the DFFA 

will be built, and its radiation characteristics will be 

examined. 

Additionally, the simulated results will be checked and 

compared with regard to the resonant frequency, impedance 

bandwidth, and return loss. The suggested antenna design 
has several advantages, the most important of which are its 

compact size, improved multiband properties, and 

compatibility with various vehicular communication 

systems. Increasing the number of iterations on this antenna 

design significantly improves both the bandwidth and the 

reflection coefficient.  

With the help of previous discoveries and observations, 

it has been determined that a straightforward technique of a 

broadband antenna is doable by using a diamond-shaped 

patch of appropriate dimension. This has led to the 

conclusion that a suitable feed impedance matching may be 

achieved. 
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